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Proverbs  xiv.  28. 

/ 

IN  THE  MULTITUDE  OF  PEOPLE  IS  THE 
KING’S  HONOUR,  BUT  IN  THE  WANT  OF 
PEOPLE  IS  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE 
PRINCE. 

IT  is  ftrange  to  think  how  much  Men’s  Ideas  of  true 
Flonour  have  been  vitiated,  and  with  what  a  blind 
Enthufiafm  thofe  Names  have  been  venerated  from 
the  earlieft  Antiquity,  are  venerated  in  all  Times,  whofe 
chief  Praife  is  the  Luft  of  Conqueft,  and  the  favage  De- 
ftruftion  of  their  Species.  Yet  nothing  can  be  more  true 
than  the  Maxim  in  the  Text  ;  Nothing  more  true,  than 
that  the  real  Honour  of  a  King  coniifts,  not  in  fpreading 
around  Ruin  and  Devaftation,  under  the  falfe  Pretence  of 
Conqueft  and  Glory  ;  but  in  multiplying,  and  in  bleffing  ; 
in  augmenting  the  Number,  and  the  Happinefs  of  his 

People. 
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Calm  and  deliberate  Reafon  hath  always  affented  to  the 
Truth  of  this.  Proportion  :  and  tho’  there  have  been  Reli¬ 
gions,  tho’  there  have  been  States,  barbarous  and  impolitic 
enough  to  ad  in  Contradidion  to  it ;  yet,  for  the  mold 
part,  the  wife  and  humane  have  thought,  with  ancient 

Rome,  the  prefervation  of  a  Citizen’s  Life  well  meriting 
a  civic  Crown. 

It  is  the  peculiar  Prane,  and  ought  to  be  a  conftderable 
Recommendation  of  the  Christian  Religion,  That  it 
tends  in  an  efpecial  manner  to  the  Jncreafe  and  Prefervation 
of  the  People;  not  only  by  reducing  Marriage  to  its 
juft  and  original  State,  which,  by  all  obferving  Men,  is 
remarked  to  be  much  more  favourable  to  Population  than 
Polygamy;  but  by  encouraging  thofe  Virtues,  which 
are  moil  conducive  to  Health-  and  Life ;  and  above  all, 
by  inculcating  the  Exertion  of  thofe  charitable  Ef¬ 
forts,  which  have  immediately  in  View  the  Salvation." 
of  the  Body  as  well  as  of  the  Soul. 

Very  forward  in  the  Number  of  thefe  Hands'  that  In¬ 
stitution  which  now  follicits  your  Encouragement  and 
Protedion  :  whofe  Caufe  hath  been  fo  well,  fo  fully,  and 
fo  frequently  pleaded  on  the  like  Occafions,  that  there  re¬ 
mains  nothing  further  to  be  urged.  So  many  able,  fo‘ 
many  great  and  good  Men  have  exerted  themfeives  on 
this  important  and  uleful  Topic,  that  any  fubfequent  labour 
can  be  only  like  til t  gleaning  Graces  niken  the  Vintage  is  over. 

Ta 
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Yet  not  difcouraged,  while  appointed  by  You,  my  Beloved, 
to  this  Office,  and  favoured  by  your  Attention,  I  fhall  think 
myfelf  happy,  if  I  can  by  any  means  anfwer  your  Wifhes, 
and  offer  tho’  but  one  Argument,  and  fuggeft  tho’  but  one 
additional  Motive,  to  increafe  your  Regard,  and  ftimulate 
your  further  Affiftance  to  a  Charity,  which  in  every 
View,  whether  as  Patriots,  as  men,  or  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  claims  your  fuccour,  and  demands  your  fiipport. 

I.  Let  us  firft  confider  it  as  Patriots.  In  the  Mul¬ 
titude  of  People  is  the  Kings  Honour.  What  then  fo  well 
becoming  a  King,  and  thofe  who  love  Him  and  their 
Country,  as  a  laudable  Attempt  to  increafe  the  Number 
of  that  People,  wherein  eonfifis  his  Honour  and  his 
Strength  ? 

It  has  been  long  complained— -with  what  Truth  I  at¬ 
tempt  not  to  affert - That  Population  is  diminifhed 

amongft  us,  and  that  due  Endeavours  are  not  applied  to 
encourage  and  increafe  it.  If  this  be  the  Cafe, — which 
for  my  own  Part,  I  cannot  but  greatly  doubt, — There  is 
certainly  the  more  Need  to  fupport  with  redoubled  Vigour 
all  thofe  Efforts,  which  tend  to  Population,  by  the  Prefer - 
vation  °f  Life. 

When  we  call:  our  Eyes  on  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  no 
Article  there  can  ftrike  the  humane  Mind  with  greater 
Horror,  than  the  fad  Detail  of  Ravage  and  Deftrudtion 
made  by  that  fatal  Difeafe,  whofe  cruel  Inroads  this  Chari- 

'  .  ■ 
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ty  means  to  flop.  It  a.ppea.rs  from  thefe  Hills  that  confider— 
ably  more  than  One  Hundred  L hoi f and  Lives  have  been  loPc 
by  this  Diftemper  within  thefe  laft  Fifty  Years  :  And  if 
there  hath  been  fo  great  a  Lofs,  only  within  the  Reach 
of  thefe  Bills,  what  muft  we  fuppofe  it  throughout  the 
whole  Kingdom  during  this  Period  !  Let  any  Man  then 
confider  what  an  abundant,  what  an  amazing  Saving  to 
the  Community  thefe  Lives  would  have  b^en,  hud  it 
been  poffible  by  any  heaven-taught  Art,  by  any  Dif- 
covery  from  the  Goodnefs  of  God  to  Man,  to  have  baffled 
the  Force  of  this  dire  Difeafe,  to  have  diicovered  where  the 
Strength  of  this  mighty  Sawpfon ,  this  invincible  Defhoyei 
lay  !  And  in  Cafe  of  fuch  a  Difcovery,  is  it  poffible  to 
fuppofe,  that  any  human  Creature  fhould  rejeec  the  celeftial 
Gift,  fhould  choofe  to  furfer  all  tne  Depredations  of  the 
Difeafe,  to  run  all  the  fearful  Chances  or  its  unrelenting 
Furv,  rather  than  voafli  in  this  Jordan ,  ana  be  clean  ? 

A  variety  of  Examples  are  found  in  fadts  ana  Expeiience, 

which  utterly  confound  the  niceft  Dedudlions  of  Keafon 

and  Speculation.  It  is  fo  in  the  prefent  Cafe.  What  we 

fhould  have  conceived,  in  Idea,  the  greateft  poffible  Bleffing, 

and  one  which  muft  have  met  with  univerfal  ivcceptation 

and  Applaufe,  has  been  diicovered  to  us.  Human  ait, 

enlightened  and  affifted  by  the  Divinity,  hath  found  out 

a  Method,  next  to  infallible,  of  preventing  all  the  Plorrors, 

and  all  the  fatal  Confequences  of  this  pernicious  Difeafe. 

An 
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An  Antidote  at  length  is  difcovered  for  this  Poison  alfo. 
For  may  we  not  reaionably  conceive,  that  if,  as  the  b^ft 
Naturalifts  urge,  every  Poifonhath  its  Antidote,  and  almoft 
every  Difeafe  its  fpecifick  Cuie  \  that  tins  1 01  ton,  this 
Difeafe  alfo,  hath  its  Antidote,  its  Cure,  in  IN ature  and  in 
Art?  This  is  the  rather  to  be  conjedured  and  believed, 
becaufe  the  Difeafe  is  of  fo  univeifal  a  Nature,  <^nd 
feems  interwoven  in  the  very  Texture  oTMan. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed - we  may  fuppofe  any  Thing 

iooner,  than  that  a  God  infinite  in  Wifdom  and  Goodnds 
can  create  only  to  deftroy,  or  take  Delight  in  tn^  IVIifenes 
and  Death  of  his  People.  ’Tis  true,  in  our  prefent  fallen 
and  probationary  State,  we  can  fee  many  Reafons  for  the 
Infliction  of  Difeafes,— thofe  Corredors  of  Evil,  thofe 
Admonitors  of  Good.  Befides,  Difeafes  are  often  not  the 
Inheritance  of  our  Nature,  but  the  Punifhment  of  our 
Sins  1  in  this  Cafe  vindicating  the  Deity,  and  arraigning 
our  own  Iiidifcretions. 

But  furely,  it  is  of  all  Things  moft  reafonable  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  a  Difeafe,  common  to  our  Nature  ;  which,  like 
Death,  is  not  to  be  eluded  j  from  which  none,  or  at  lead 
but  very  few  of  the  human  Species  are  exempt ;  it  is  moft 
reafonable  to  conclude  from  all  our  Ideas,  and  from  all 
our  Experience  of  the  divine  Bounty  and  Goodnefs,  that 
fuch  a  Difeafe  hath  its  Cure  in  Nature,  and  was  never 

deftgned 
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defigned,  like  a  devouring  Sword,  to  fweep  down  a feventh 
Part  of  Mankind  with  its  irrefiftible  Edge 

Experience  confirms  thefe  rational  Conjectures ;  a  Mode 
of  Prefervation  hath  at  length  prefented  itfelf.  What  then 
can  be  fo  flrange,  as  that  Numbers  fliould  (till  reje&  the 
heaven-imparted  Blefiing,  and  rather  choofe  to  die  beneath 
the  natural  Rage  of  the  Diftemper,  than  apply  to  that 
Art,  which  triumphs  fo  glorioufly  over  it  ! 

From  this  unaccountable  Prejudice  (perhaps  I  (hould  not 
fay  unaccountable ,  fince  almof!  all  new  Diicoveries,  how¬ 
ever  excellent  in  themfelves,  or  falutary  in  their  Effects 
have  met  with  this  fame  Prejudice  and  Prepofiefiion  j  which 
feems  to  be  an  Error,  a  Weaknefs,  cogenial  with  the 
human  Mind  : — Yet,  from  this  Prejudice)  a  ftrong  Argu¬ 
ment,  as  it  feems,  has  been  raifed  by  fome  again!!  the 
Practice  of  Inoculation  ;  for  “Since  its  Introduction,  we 
are  told,  The  Lives  of  the  Subjects  appear  not  to  have 
been  faved :  The  yearly  Bills  of  Mortality  are  not  dimi- 
niflied  in  this  Article  :  As  many  are  numbered  among!!  the 
dead  by  the  Small-Pox  as  heretofore.” 

Now  tho’  perhaps  other  fatisfadlory  Reafons  might  be 
urged  for  this,  yet,  without  all  Queftion,  the  partial 
and  the  prGmifcuous  Ufe  of  Inoculation  tends  tofpreadand 
dilfeminate  the  natural  Difeafe  :  Nor  can  we  expect  this 

*  ^  ^as  ^een  ihewn  by  exact  Calculation*,  that  one  in  /even  dies  by  the 
Small-Pox  in  the  natural  Wav. 
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Evil  to  be  remedied,  or  the  yearly  Bills  of  Mortality  in  this 
Article  confiderably  to  decreafe,  while  at  every  Seafon  of 
tlie  Year,  in  every  part  of  the  Town,  and  the  adjacent  Vil¬ 
lages,  every  Practitioner  who  thinks  proper ,  is  allowed 
not  only  to  inoculate,  but  to  carry  about  with  him  the  in- 
feCted  Matter. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  difficult  to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  a 
growing  Evil  like  this  :  Perhaps  it  may  be  with  Time 
only  to  flop  it :  However,  as  by  fo  doing  the  greateft  ad¬ 
vantages  would  undoubtedly  accrue  to  the  Community ;  as 
IS  umbers  of  Lives  wrou!d  unqueftionably  be  prefer¬ 
red  ;  The  objeCt,  my  Honourable  Brethren,  is  well 
worthy  your  belt  Attention.  Favoured  as  you  are  with 
the  Patronage  of  a  Monarch,  who  wifely  places 
his  Glory  in  the  Number  and  the  Happinefs  of  his  People; 
who  is  always  ready  to  give  his  Royal  Protection  and  En¬ 
couragement  to  every  Undertaking  calculated  for  thofc 
great  Ends  :  forming  as  you  do  no  inconfiderable  Part  of 
the  Legislative  Body  of  this  Kingdom ;  and  zealous, 
as  you  have  always  ffiew-n  yourfelves,  particularly  fliewn 
yourfelves  in  the  Eftablifhment  of  this  Chanty,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Good  of  Mankind  ;  You  will  not  be  difcouraged 
by  the  Face  of  any  Difficulties  from  the  glorious  Attempt 
to  enlarge  the  Boundaries  of  this  patriotic  Undertaking; 
and  to  gain  from  national  Supplies  an  ability  to  open 
your  Doors  for  general  Reception,  and  confequently  to 

B  prevent 
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prevent  the  Evils  which  arife  from  the  partial,  promis¬ 
cuous  and  irregular  Practice  of  this  Art. 

“  Go  on— faid  one  of  thofe  chriftian  Orators,  who  once 
fo  well  fupplied  this  place  Alas  !  too  early  taken  from 
thefe  and  other  Labours  of  Love,  to  his  great  Re¬ 
ward  !”  “Go  on,  my  Brethren,  with  your  wonted  Cou¬ 
rage,  Zeal,  Perfeverance  and  Integrity,  and  may  this 
double  Labour  of  Love  continue  to  profper  in  your  com- 
pafiionate  Hands.  Your  Spring,  you  fee,  is  already  be¬ 
come  a  Brook ;  it  is  enlarging  into  a  River  ;  it  might  be¬ 
come  an  Ocean  would  the  Legiflature ,  ever  attentive  to  the 
ejfential  Interests  oj  their  Country ,  add  their  larger  Bounty  to 
your  limited  Benevolence  ;  would  the  Legiflature  enable 
you  to  fupport  the  Expence  of  throwing  open  your  friend¬ 
ly  Doors  to  all  who  (hall  offer  themfelves  for  Inoculation.— 
But  thefe  are  thy  Fruits,  Parent  of  focial  Comforts,  bleffed 
Peace  !  ”  -f* 

Happy  at  length  in  that  Peace,  let  us  fhew  ourfelves 
grateful  to  Providence,  by  improving  it  all  we  can  to  the 
good  of  our  Fellow-Creatures.  And  there  is  the  more 
need  to  exert  ourfelves  with  refpeft  to  this  great  na¬ 
tional  Objeft,  (for  I  may  well  call  it  fo,)  fince  by  Means 
of  the  increafing  frequency  of  Inoculation,  the  Dan- 

+  See  Bifhop  Squire's  excellent  Sermon  on  this  Occafion,  p.  31. 
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gers  of  natural  Infection  are  greatly  increafed :  It  being 
almoft  impoffible  to  avoid  the  Contagion,  while,  in  the 
prefentMode  of  proceeding,  thofe  who  have  the  Diftemper 
upon  them  are  fuffered  to  range  at  large  in  our  Streets, 
and  Villages,  to  communicate  the  peftilential  Diforder  to 
others. 

* 

Tho’  it  is  certain  that  nothing  can  juftify  fuch  a  Con- 
duel,  the  Confequences  whereof  are  in  various  Refpedts 
fo  pernicious  and  fatal  ;  Yet  this  Condudt  affords  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Motive  in  Recommendation  of  our  Hofpital,  even 
in  its  prefent  State,  while  it  encourages  a  thorough  Enlarge¬ 
ment  of  it :  for  this  growing  and  grievous  Evil  is  there 
utterly  prevented  ;  All  the  Patients  being  fecreted  within 
its  Walls,  and  utterly  fecluded  from  all  Communication 
with  Society,  till  the  Dangers  of  Infection  are  perfectly 
paid.  This  is  the  only  Method  to  prevent  that  Deftruc- 
tion  by  the  natural  Small-Pox,  which  we  muff  ftill  expedt 
upon  the  prefent  Plan,  till  the  Prejudices  and  Weaknefles 
of  human  Nature  are  a  little  further  fubdued.  And  we 
may  hope  they  will  daily  more  and  more  ditninifh  before 
that  fuccefsful  Triumph  of  Inoculation,  which  muft 
ftrike  every  Obferver. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  as  upon  a  Calculation,  one  in  /even 
dies  by  the  natural  Diftemper,  fo  not  one  in  three  hundred 
dies  by  the  artificial  Mode  of  communicating  it.  Late 
Practices,  and  may  we  not  fay,  late  Improvements,— 

B  2  (as 
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(as  every  Art  improves  by  Cultivation)  have  evinced, 
that  not  one  in  a  thoufand  dies  by  Inoculation.  But  I 
think  we  may  go  much  further,  and  fairly  fay,  that  none 
die  by  Inoculation,  properly  fo  called  ;  for,  confidering 
the  Variety  of  Cafualties  to  which  human  Nature  is  liable, 
it  is  much  more  probable  that  five,  or  ten  fuppofe,  (hall 
die  in  any  given  Time  while  they  are  obliged  to  be  under 
Inoculation,  than  that  the  whole  Number  fhall  fur- 
vive  that  Time  :  So  that  it  is  by  no  means  a  fair  State  of 
the  Cafe  to  fay,  that  one  in  a  thoufand  dies  by  Inocula¬ 
tion,  when  upon  the  common  Chances  of  mortal  Life, 
it  is  a  thoufand  to  one  that  this  Death  would  have  happen¬ 
ed  in  a  natural  Way. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  Dedudtions  of  Reafon  would 
evidently  prove  the  Practice  of  Inoculation  to  be  as 
fuccefsful  in  Theory,  as  we  find  it  in  Faft  :  For  let  any 
Man  only  confider  what  different  Effects  may  be  expedted 
from  this  dreadful Difeafe,  received  by  anhuman  Body  in  an 
improper  Habit, — the  Blood  and  Spirits  all  in  Perturbation; 
received  and  fixing  itfelf  upon  the  inward  and  the  vital 
Parts  ;  received  at  an  improper  Time  of  Life,  perhaps  at 
an  improper  Seafon  of  the  Year;  probably  in  the  Sum¬ 
mer,  when  Contagion  rides  mode  furious  on  the  heated 
Blaft : - And  on  the  other  Hand,  from  the  Difeafe  re¬ 

ceived  in  a  Body  duly  prepared  for  it ;  received  externally, 
and  kept  far  from  oppreffing  the  vital  and  a&ive  Springs 

of 
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of  Life  ;  received  at  a  proper  Seafon  of  the  \  eai  ,  at  a 
proper  period  of  Life,  when  tne  Mind  is  not  agitated 
by  thofe  anxious  Hopes  and  Fears  which  10  frequently  de¬ 
feat  the  Effe&s  of  the  beft  Medicines:  And,  perhaps  I 
might  add,  that  another  great  advantage  muft  arife  from 
the  Communication  of  a  mild  and  favourable  Sort  ;  tho 
I  am  not  unaware  that  this  has  been  treated  by  fome  as  a 
Matter  of  Indifference.  Certain  however  it  is ,  that 
frequently  it  proves  no  Matter  of  Indifference  in  the  na¬ 
tural  Way,  wherein,  it  has  been  proved  by  too  ratal  Expe¬ 
rience,  that  the  word:  and  moil  malignant  Kinds  commu¬ 
nicate  at  once  the  greateft  Infection  and  the  greateft  Dan¬ 
ger.  Thefe,  and  a  variety  of  other  Confiderations  might 
eaiily  be  urged  to  £hew  the  high  Probability  of  fuccefs  in 
this  Courfe  :  And  are  we  not  governed  throughout  human 
Life  by  the  faireft  Probabilities  ? — Butthe'great,  the  unparai- 
lelled  Succefs  of  the  Operation  fuperfedes  the  Ufe  of  every 
other  Argument  \  evinces  above  all  Things  its  Utility, 
filences  every  Obje&ion,  removes  every  Scruple,  and,  may 
I  not  to  be  allowed  to  fay,  fully  demonftrates  the  divine 
Approbation  ? — For  of  this  Approbation,  furely  no  tender  and 
fcrupulous  Confciences  can  a  Moment  doubt,  when  they 
behold  how  the  Practice  is  bleffed,  in  the  Prefervation  or  fo 
many  F  ellow  Creatures’  Lives ;  when  they  refledc,  that  not 

from  Revelation,  (  which  hath  left  this  and  ad  other  Matters 

of 
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of  the  fame  Kind  at  large)but  from  Reafon  and  Experience, 
we  muft  deduce  our  Conclufions ; — Reafon  and  Experience, 
which  are  clearly  on  the  fide  of  the  Practice  ;  which  en¬ 
force,  as  Nature's  firft  Law,  the  Prefervation  of  our 
Being,  and  its  Prefervation  in  Health  and  Comfort  ;  and 
which  not  only  recommend,  but  abfolutely  oblige  us  to 
the  Ufe  of  all  thofe  preventive  and  reftorative  Means, 
invented  by  the  divine  Art  of  Medicine  to  repel  the  Viru¬ 
lence  of  Difeafe.  + 

i 

Can  we  then,  as  Friends  to  our  Country,  hefitate 
a  Moment  to  approve  and  extend  this  falutary  Practice ;  by 
which  the  Lives  of  fo  many  People  may,  under  God,  be 
preferred ;  and  when  we  know  that  the  Ornament,  the 
Profperity,  and  the  Safety  of  our  King  and  of  his  Country 
confift  in  the  Multitude  of  the  People  ? 

II.  But  when  we  confider  it  in  a  nearer  View,  when 
we  confider  it  as  Men,  my  Brethren,  and  bring  home  the 
Reflection  to  our  neared  Connections  and  tendered  Feel¬ 
ings  ;  can  we  fail,  moved  by  a  generous  Philanthropy, 
to  communicate,  thro’  our  liberal  Bounty,  that  Bleffing  to 
others,  whence  we  ourfdves  derive  fuch  choice,  fuch 
diftinguifhed  Comforts  ? 

Let  the  tender,  the  affectionate  Parents,  while  they 
look  with  Eyes  melting  in  Tears  of  Joy,  on  their  be- 

1 

d  See  in  the  C.hrijUans  Magazine^  Vol.  vi.  p.  79,  and  128,  feme 
•Queries  of  an  amiable  Lady  on  that  fubject,  anjwered. 


loved 
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loved  Offfpring  around  them,  preferved  by  the  Pradtice 
of  this  heaven-born  Art  from  the  foul  Ravages  of  a  Difeafe, 
generally  fatal  to  Beauty ,  or  to  Healthy  if  not  to  Life ; 
Let  them  think  of  thofe  Parents  in  meaner  Stations,  whofe 
Bofoms  neverthelefs  beat  equally  with  all  the  Anxiety  of 
parental  Love;  let  them  think  of  thefe,  and,  in  Gratitude 
to  Heaven  for  its  Favour  to  them,  unite  to  enlaige  this 
Charity,  calculated  to  communicate  that  Favour  freely 
to  others. 

But,  to  awaken  our  Compaflion  flill  more,  ana  to  incite 
us  to  do  all  we  can  to  promote  this  Practice,  let  us  look 
further  into  Life. 

See  that  affedting  Sight !  Behold  that  Hufband,  the  foie 
Comfort  of  the  faithful  Partner  of  his  Bed,  the  only  Sup  ¬ 
port  of  his  much-loved  helplefs  little  ones.  Long  hath 
he  lived  an  anxious  Life,  in  terrible  Apprehenfions  of 
the  mercilefs  Difeafe  :  And  now  at  length,  in  the  mi  dll 
of  worldly  Purfuits  and  Anxieties,  utterly  unprepared 
in  Body  and  in  Mind,  he  is  feized  by  the  refiftlefs  De¬ 
ft  rover  !  Alarming  Fears  inftantly  opprefs  his  Soul :  His 
Spirits ,  fore  burdened ,  no  longer  fupport  him :  The 
fierce  Diftemper  triumphs  over  all  the  Efforts  of  Art : 
The  Father,  the  Hufband,'  finks  beneath  its  cruel  Rage! 
Wretched  Widow  !  who  (hall  affuage  thy  Sorrow  !  ML 
ferable  Orphans,  who  now  fhall  be  your  Comforter  and 
Support  !  How  happy  for  you  all,  if  in  early  Youth  that 

life-preferving  Art,  we  are  recommending,  had  been  applied, 

adding 
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adding  to  its  other  Praifes  that  of  flopping  your  Tears,  and 
preventing  your  fevere  Diflrefs  ! 

As  we  are  Men,  nothing  which  concerns  our  Fellow- 
Creatures  fliould  be  indifferent  to  us  :  What  a  Joy,  what 
a  Comfort  would  it  have  diffufed  thro’  your  Breads,  my  Be  ¬ 
loved,  to  have  been  made  the  happy  Inflrument  of  prevent¬ 
ing  fuch  Diflrefs  as  that  we  have  reprefented  !  Alas,  we  can 
fay,  but  with  too  feeling  a  Concern,  that  the  Reprefentation 
is  by  no  means  imaginary!  Your  liberal  Encouragement  of 
this  Undertaking,  your  Encouragement  of  the  Practice  in 
general,  may  enable  you  to  be  the  favoured  Inflruments, 
under  Providence,  of  many  fuch  important  Prefervations. 

III.  But  allow  me  once  more  to  obferve,  that  not  only 
as  Patriots  and  as  Men,  as  Christians  alfo  you  are  called 
upon,  and  peculiarly  called  upon  to  encourage  this  cha¬ 
ritable  Undertaking  :  Not  fingly,  becaufe  Benevolence  is 
the  highefl  Charadteriftick  of  your  Profeflion  ;  becaufe 
your  GOD  is  well  pleafed  with,  and  your  ever-gracious 
Redeemer  hath  fet  you  an  Example  of,  all  the  Works  of 
Mercy  and  Compaffion  — becaufe  at  your  final  Account, 
you  will  be'  rewarded  or  punifhed,  as  you  have  ^per¬ 
formed  or  neglected  thefe  Works  ;  — *  Tho’  thefe  are  great, 
interefling,  and  irrefiflible  Motives  to  all  fuch  Works 
of  Humanity  and  Charity:  Yet  are  you  called  upon  to 
affifl  and  encourage  the  prefent  Underking,  from  another 
,$nd  a  higher  Motive  ;  That  Motive  it-felf  which  brought 

your 
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your  Redeemer  into  this  World  ;  “A  Love  for  Souls, 
and  a  Defire  of  their  Salvation.  ” 

For  who  can  be  ignorant  into  what  fearful  Peril  of 
their  eternal  Lofs  thofe  Souls  are  plunged,  which,  feized 
on  a  fudden  and  unexpedting,  by  this  Difeafe  in  the 
natural  Way,  are  hurried, — -affrighted  and  aghaft  ! — from 
this  Life  to  the  next,  ^  with  all  their  Imperfections  on 
their  Heads unrepentant,  unprepared;  their  temporal 
and  their  eternal  State  alike  unprovided  for  ! 

What  Chriflian,  who  hath  a  juft  Idea  of  the  Value  of 
a  Soul,  Gf  the  greatnefs  of  Futurity,  but  would  rejoice 
to  prevent,  if  poftible,  the  dire,  the  unutterable  Miferies 
which  muft  follow  from  fuch  a  Departure  ?  And  may 
you  not  reafonably  hope,  my  Fellow- Chriftians,  by 
fuccouring  this  Charity,  to  prevent  many  fuch  lament¬ 
able  Cataftrophes  ?  And  fay,  thou  true  Believer  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  thou  humble  Worftiipper  of  that  Lamb  of  God  ;  fay, 
wouldft  thou  not  think  a  little  of  thy  Gold  moft  happily, 
moft  honourably  employed,  if  it  could  conduce  to  fave 
but  one  Fellow- Creature’s  Soul  from  the  fearful  Peradven- 
ture  of  fuch  an  unprepared  Death  ? 

ChriJUans  will  above  all  Things  rejoice  in  every  op¬ 
portunity  to  prove  their  Love  to  their  divine  Mafter,  by 
their  adts  of  Love  to  their  Fellow*  Creatures.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  of  the  prefent  Age, —  I  have  always  a  peculiar 
Pteafure  in  the  Obfervation,— that  .a  compaffionate  Spirit 
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Institution.  Think,  my  honourable  Brethren,  how  much 
Happinefs  you  may  impart  to  others,how  much  Reputation 
you  may  acquire  to  yourfelves,  by  uling  your  beSt  Efforts 
for  the  Expansion  and  Enlargement  of  this  Institution. 
And  think,  my  Fellow-Chriftians,  what  a  ferene,  what 
an  unfpeakable  Satisfaction  your  Souls  will  enjoy  here, 
on  the  Reflection  of  having  generoufly  administered  to  the 
Comfort  and  Peace  of  your  Fellow-Creatures  ;  on  having 
properly  and  wifely  improved  the  Talents  intrufted  to  your 
Charge  :  Think  what  a  Satisfaction  you  will  enjoy  here¬ 
after,  when  the  mighty  Matter,  the  aweful  Judge 
and  Arbiter  of  your  Fate,  Shall  Stamp  that  Improvement 
with  his  Applaufe,  and  admit  you  to  the  Transports  of  his 
eternal  Kingdom  with  the  enrapturing  Words,  Well 
DONE,  GOOD  AND  FAITHFUL  Servant  J  ENTER  TIIOU 

inio  the  Joy  of  thy  Lord  ! 


